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Program Evaluation

I.  Please indicate the extent of your agreement with the statements below using the following scale:

4=Strongly Agree                                    3=Agree                                         2=Disagree  
1=Strongly Disagree

A.  Participating in this seminar was a valuable experience for me.

strongly agree  20                              agree  3

B.  I found this seminar intellectually stimulating.


strongly agree  20                             agree  3

C.  I have significantly deepened my knowledge of the ideas and principles of the American Constitution.

strongly agree  16                             agree  7

D.  I have significantly enhanced my understanding of the history and ideas of James Madison.

strongly agree  17                              agree  6

E.  The Seminar has provided me with background I can use to support civic education in my professional capacity

strongly agree  16                              agree  4                                                disagree  2                                    N/A  1
F.  I had the opportunity to have my questions and/or contributions heard.


strongly agree  19                              agree  4
G.  The contributions of other participants enhanced the challenge and value of this seminar.


strongly agree  13                             agree  10

II. Please rate the value of the activities listed below using the following scale:

4=Very Valuable                                                    3=Valuable                   2=Somewhat Valuable  
1=Not Valuable
A.  Assigned readings.


Very Valuable  14                                                       Valuable  8                Somewhat Valuable  1

B.  Lectures/Discussions led by Lynn Uzzell.


Very Valuable  18 (one of these was a 5)                   Valuable  5

C.  Montpelier Mansion Tour.


[Redacted] 
D.  Archaeology Tour (Mark Trickett).
 

[Redacted] 

E.  Organization of the Seminar.


Very Valuable  17                                                      Valuable  6

F.  The thematic structure and content of the scholarly component of the seminar.


Very Valuable  17                                                    Valuable  5                    Somewhat Valuable  1

G.  The level of intellectual challenge in the scholarly component of the seminar.


Very Valuable  17                                                  Valuable  6

III. Please comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the following:
Lectures and discussions led by Lynn Uzzell.
1) Good, somewhat over my level of knowledge

2) Very interesting – a little rushed at times, maybe tried to cover too much? . . . But very well done
3) No weakness.  Knowledge & enthusiasm of/for material kept me engaged.  Open environment to feel comfortable asking for clarification or more subject matter.
4) Lynn is very informative and inspiring.  Her presentation was excellent and well-planned.  Very enlightening and energizing!

5) Outstanding preparation and organization of pertinent facts & relating to the topics.  She was fair and balanced in her approach to discussing the issues, many of which were potential minefields.

6) She was incredibly knowledgeable & stimulating – sometimes too much “lecture” or direct readings from manuscripts.  When she was telling stories or interpreting it was fascinating!

7) Wonderfully illuminating – really appreciated her use of primary source document and her own depth of knowledge.

8) The lectures on political theory and particularly Locke, were exceptional.  All content involving James Madison was very informed and stimulating.  I did think that some of the content Sat. was rushed and somewhat unclear.  Or maybe it was just the time of day.

9) Wonderful insights on the process of Constitutional Convention and reasons for Bill of Rights and importance of the thoughts of John Locke.  Ms. Uzzell presented the history clearly and made it very interesting.

10) loved the organization and flow of the lecture

11) Clear and organized on topic.  Great book to follow the lessons with Primary Documents.  Weaknesses - NONE

12) Enjoyed organization of lecture – from origin of ideas through judicial use of Amendments

13) Well structures, intelligent, and clarifying.  These were great.

14) Used primary sources to backup research & analysis of Bill of Rights

15) Lynn was outstanding – very well organized & knowledgeable.  Very stimulating discussions.  Reading selections were excellent!

16) The content was excellent.  I encountered several primary source documents that I will use in my classroom.  I think some interactive portion of the seminar would be helpful.  Give participants a structural opportunity to interact with each other and the material.

17) Lynn is very thorough – love all the detail and scholarly comments

18) Extremely well organized in content.  Delightfully entertaining in presentation.

19) I really enjoyed how she began the seminar with political philos. & established the need to balance natural Liberty & a public good

20) She is just as amazing as I have heard.  She knows her “stuff” and imparted her knowledge to the group in a professional and respectful way.  She was extremely engaging.

21) Extremely well prepared for each lecture.  Allowed ample discussion time, fielded questions, etc. while keeping sessions on time.

22) The depth of knowledge and ability to present the topics in an entertaining, convincing, and highly effective manner sets Dr. Uzzell apart from virtually all others in her field.  She has a uncanny ability to take a subject from the founding era and make it fresh and exciting.

23) She was very well organized.  The structure of the lectures was very helpful.

House Tour. 

[Redacted] 

Archaeology Tour.

[Redacted] 

IV. Please answer the following questions.

What have you gained from this seminar?

1) I have furthered my knowledge of the interpretation of laws and of natural rights.

2) Refocused on the central ideas/concepts of the Constitution
3) Better understanding how Fed gov’t & state gov’t laws interact with each other.  Better understanding of natural law & civil law.  Better understanding of judicial activism v. judicial interpretation.
4) A great knowledge of the Bill of Rights and what each Amendment means and how the framers intended them to be used vs. today’s interpretation.

5) A better understanding of the incorporation of the federal gov’t rights into the state gov’t through the 18th amendment.  Also a review of judicial activism vs. judicial review.

6) A deep understanding of Madison.  An historical perspective that framed our constitution.

7) A whole host of source documents and a much clearer understanding of the complexities associated w/the writing o

& use of the Bill of Rights.

8) Better understanding of natural rights theory and the 9th and 10th amendments, as well as the original intention of the founders.

9) A better understanding of how the Constitution and Bill of Rights have changed over time.  Also more insight into role of Supreme Court.

10) judiciary decisions making process.  Better understanding of public good

11) Gained more content knowledge on the Bill of Rights that I can take back to the classroom & colleagues.

12) origins of ideas in Bill of Rights.  Meaning of Amendments.  Significance of use of Amendments in past & future court cases.

13) Better ways of explaining this specific content, great primary sources, a furthering of  my Constitutional knowledge.

14) I have gained a greater understanding about the political thought during the time of the Constitutional Convention & the thought process of the Bill of Rights & how the Bill of Rights impacted the political process throughout history.

15) A deeper understanding of the Bill of Rights and the concept of judicial review.  Appreciation of the complexities involved in judicial interpretation and changing values (natural liberties vs. public good)

16) Great primary sources.  Experiential learning – being at a place (physical space) where history happened makes it come alive for myself and my students.

17) A deeper acquaintance of primary resources that I will use in the future

18) More “why’s” as to the construction and purpose of the U.S. Constitution

19) Wow – a lot for example I did not know the main thing that separates our gov. from others is the division of power between the states & federal gov.

20) A better grasp on what it means to be a citizen living with a Constitution and Bill of Rights for protection.  I learned enough to comfortably discuss and teach the subject to my students.

21) many more ideas to go over and figure out how to use in my AP Gov course and Practical Law course.

22) I have been fortunate to scratch the surface in my knowledge of the Constitution.  This seminar on the Bill of Rights has taken me more deeply into the subject and let me know just how much more I need to learn.

23) The entire section about the 9th amendment was new and extremely informative.

How might this seminar be improved? 

1) Dr. Uzzell focused on certain sections of the large reading packets.  It would be beneficial to know those specific ones so that I could focus more specifically on those.

2) ?
3) More time for Q&A

4) ? Great the way it is!
5) More time for intense discussions

6) Not being an AP Gov. teacher I felt a bit like an apprentice at many things/concepts so a bit of differentiation maybe.  For those of us that don’t teach this in depth maybe suggest things to do prior to the seminar to prepare so we don’t feel lost in the gaps.

7) Can’t think of any way from the organizational & content.  However, the two teachers that were constantly typing & answering e-mails during the presentation were very distracting (tap-tap-tap-computers w/audible keyboards should not be used during the session!

8) Try to cover less information.  The lectures were least effective when Lynn was scrambling to cover her subtopics.

10) N/A

11) Start earlier on Friday for an extra lecture

13) I thought it was well done.  If anything, we had too little time to discuss.

14) Would have been helpful to have visuals up front.

15) I would have liked 1 more session on Sunday.  Evaluations could be done before lunch, that way people could leave if they needed to (traffic!)

16) Perhaps allow time for teachers to collaborate on how to use materials in class.

17) it is fine the way it is – the questions in the program were well thought out

18) More time given to the lectures of this workshop – perhaps another day

19) More time should be allocated to the Archaeology tour.  Better stuff to buy in gift shop (teacher bags & quilt throws)

20) Other than extending the lecture time (hours) I don’t think it needs improvement.  The lecturer was amazing – my head is spinning trying to comprehend all that I learned and it makes me want to know more.

21) I would like to learn about the texts that teachers are using in courses.  Maybe a short amount of time could be spent on this (or gather pre-seminar information regarding what courses/books individual participants teach & use).

How did you find the registration and application process prior to attending the weekend seminar?
[Redacted] 

Do you have any suggestions for improvement for the online course and/or registration process?

[Redacted] 

V. Please answer the following questions about marketing and promotion.

How did you find out about the Seminar?

[Redacted] 

How might the Center increase awareness of its programs?

[Redacted] 

Could you recommend any of your colleagues who would benefit from this seminar?

[Redacted] 

VI.  Hospitality.  

Please comment on the quality of meals and refreshments.
[Redacted] 

Please comment on your accommodations.  If you have a repair to report, please specify the house and room number.

[Redacted] 

Please comment on the quality of the teaching and dining facilities in Lewis Hall.

[Redacted] 

Additional Comments. (Use the back if necessary)

3) 1st class seminar; professionally executed.  Nice human touch as well
4) I always enjoy coming here and feel re-energized when I return to my classroom.  We are very fortunate that you offer these seminars!
7) Please, please, please let me come back – I’ve learned so much & I need this as I’m largely self taught in U.S. History.
10) Note:  Bill of Rights online 2nd item will not change to complete – stays on review
11) Thank you so much for allowing me to attend this wonderful seminar!

14) Will come again.  Very enlightening & enjoyable (
15) Thank you for another engaging weekend.  I love these seminars &  hope to get off the waiting list for Nov.

17) I love the resource manuals that accompany each course.  I have referred to them often (took Constitution class with Lynn)

19) This workshop was better than others & was more than I ever imagined.  Thank you.

20) I always feel humbled by attending as the quality of the speakers and the other teachers who come is amazing.  I envy their thorough knowledge of the Constitution and although I will never know as much as they do, I appreciate their enthusiasm and their efforts to educate our students.

21) Thank you (as always) for accepting me for this seminar weekend.  I get a tremendous amount of intellectual stimulation from these seminars, meet terrific people, and absolutely love the estate . . . a beautiful place.  Thanks.

22) Everything was wonderful, Great meals . . . rooms . . . Lewis Hall (the grounds) – Enjoyed it all.

Name (optional): 

[Redacted] 
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