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Slavery and the Constitution:
From Colonial Slave Codes to the 15th Amendment NOVEMBER 14-16, 2014 } EVALUATION
1.  Overall, how relevant do you feel the program’s content was to your role as an educator?  Please explain.

1. Extremely relevant.  I teach this exact contact to 400+ students every year.  These issues are vital for our understanding of constitutional principles.
2. Very relevant.  It provided me with a deeper understanding and ideas how to fold the content into my lessons.
3. I was provided a wealth of new background information that I will be able to share w/my students.  And it will help me give them a deeper context.
4. Excellent.  I think the various explanations of the slavery/constitution helps to add relevance to our students – we can play devil’s advocate.
5. Very.  The primary sources are invaluable.
6. NA
7. Very relevant. Would have appreciated some suggestions as to methods for effectively teaching this material to students.
8. Very – wait until I get back to classroom!  Inspired topics and fantastic for US History discussion.
9. It was really evident because it helped me see how I can view the Constitution in different ways.

10. I always love to learn more content.  Anything that adds to my knowledge makes me a better teacher.  I’m always trying to improve & this was beneficial.

11. I am teaching USII, so a few of the specifics covered were relevant, but the background knowledge was invaluable to me.
12. Very much so – as a VA educator the content of the SOLs was directly addressed.

13. Very relevant! These are two concepts that awesome in that they are always applicable.
14. Excellent, I am just finishing my Constitution unit and will be doing a slavery unit soon and I’ll be completely re-vamping my thoughts and lessons.

15. Context – as a teacher I have always felt the more context I have, the better I can teach my content.

16. Great overview of the 3/5th & 20 yr compromise – I appreciate the documents selected to summarize the debates.  I also love the breakout exercise – I may adopt it for use with my students.
17. The content is very applicable for my APUSH course.  The topics discussed are going to be very useful to bring/discuss in my classroom.
18. I felt that the course this weekend will be highly valuable for my government class and I look forward to using the info in future classes.
19. I am probably bias to this class because I am teaching this tomorrow (.  I LOVED every second of what I learned and I am afraid I will forget what I didn’t have time to write notes on.  I learned so much.

20. I learned a great deal this weekend.  As a 4th grade teacher, the information was way above their understanding.

21. Very relevant.  I will certainly use ideas and documents with my students.
22. Augmenting my knowledge on the Constitution & slavery is very helpful to me.
23. Very.  1) Answered ambiguous questions I had about Madison, 2) fresh perspectives on concepts.

24. Very, I teach history and it explained important themes and events of our country’s early years.
25. Terrific.  I am walking out of here with very specific ideas for activities for my class, as well as a wealth of information to enrich my teaching.
26. Very relevant.  I need to know the history of slavery before I can teach it.
27. The Constitution is always relevant to our study of history, and not often do we “dig” into it for how it applies to the events of history.  Events that pass through the Constitution.
2.  Please comment on the presentations given by Holt Merchant.

    [Redacted]
3.  Please comment on the presentations given by Lynn Uzzell.
1. Dr. Uzzell is wonderful – she brings enthusiasm and a wealth of knowledge.  I enjoyed how she moved around the room and engaged us more.
2. Lynn provided outstanding insight on the Constitution & the multifaceted views on slavery.
3. Incredible!  The readings she assigned will be excellent excerpts I can have my students use.  Moreover, she tied everything together well.
4. I was very pleased with the references she made.  That helped follow the PSD [primary source document].  Very engaging.
5. Better here since she remained focused on the Constitution’s issues on slavery.
6. good style

7. Cleat passion for the subject.
8. Fantastic – great team with Holt
9. Loved the way she manipulated the primary sources of the Constitution and related documents.

10. She is amazing!  The handouts were helpful and useful.  I can use her ideas of using primary sources to make decisions in my own class.  She is a thoughtful & authoritative speaker which I am grateful for.
11. Her depth of understanding of the subject was impressive.

12. Very informative – her image/charts helped me understand the political arguments (I am a visual learner – very helpful)

13. Her organization and attention to detail help illustrate a great story.
14. Very well done.  You have ignited the fire, and I anticipate a life-long interest in James Madison.  I can’t wait to learn more about him!

15. Lynn always provides excellent insights into the Constitution especially related to the topic at hand – permits one to place the specific into context.
16. Wow – I wish I could take a year long class.  I really appreciate the theoretical models supported by historical evidence.
17. Again, the topics were amazing and she is very knowledgeable.  Her project & use of visual aids (handouts/whiteboard) were very helpful.
18. Again, fantastic.
19. Her knowledge of the “whole” topic is what I enjoy she brings to life what she is teaching.

20. A little to detailed for me.
21. Very theoretical and insightful

22. Great.
23. Enjoyed very much.  Will definitely use Ouiji Board metaphor.  Got a little lost during the “We have the Wolf . . .” lecture.

24. Lynn pedagological (sp?) activity was relevant, interesting and engaging.  Her presentations were clear and insightful.
25. Loved them.  She is incredibly clear and engaging.  Her preparation is amazing, with texts bold-faced for us, etc. She too, is ridiculously knowledgeable, and her presentation was clear and easy.
26. She is very knowledgeable and presents the material in a way that is easy to understand.  She made the difficult topic easy to understand.
27. Her topics were much more complex – but she did an excellent job breaking them down to be understandable and yet thought provoking.
4.  Please comment on the tour of the Mansion.

    [Redacted]

5. Please comment on the tour on Slavery.

    [Redacted]

6.  What suggestions would you offer to improve future Center for the Constitution programs for educators?

1. There is not anything that I could add that you have not already provided.  You continue to diversify.
2. The sessions are long, if they could be broken down a little bit it would be helpful.
3. I would have found it beneficial to discuss lesson ideas with the other educators here and to see how they will utilize the information in class.
5. None.  These are outstanding!
6. NA

7. Really great! No suggestions!
8. None

9. Maybe more opportunities for participants to present information.

10. Perhaps a week-long seminar.  Free time on the grounds.
11. N/A

12. Extend the event by a half day (start Friday AM instead of PM)

14. Another day longer? There’s so much to think about.
15. Keep on moving on.
16. none
17. Due to time change, we could not explore the grounds.  I would suggest to have more free time during the day & a session at night.
18. Shorter but more session would be helpful with concentration and allow more topics to be covered.

20. Be more descriptive as to what specific group of teachers would benefit the most (elem., middle, h.s.)
21. Perhaps recommend books or articles for people who are not familiar with the historical background.  It may be helpful.

22. ?
24. I can not think of anything now.
25. 1) Get the actual packet to us earlier so that we can mark it up (I can’t read w/out a pen in my hand so reading online is useless.) 2) Show a movie Sat night – Lincoln, for ex., or offer optional lecture or activity.  I don’t need the evening off.
26. I am still curious as to what the role of women and the Constitution would look like.  Slavery is a huge issue but women were equally held in bondage either by family or by marriage.

27. Lecture on Sat evening – possibly with drinks after.  Later arrival time on Friday (.
7.  What topics would you like to see offered as on-site program options?
    [Redacted]

8.  How did you find the registration process prior to attending the seminar?

    [Redacted]

I.  Please indicate the extent of your agreement with the statements below using the following scale:

4=Strongly Agree                                    3=Agree                                         2=Disagree  
1=Strongly Disagree

A.  Participating in this seminar was a valuable experience for me.


Strongly Agree 24     Agree 2
B.  I found this seminar intellectually stimulating.


Strongly Agree 25     Agree 1
14) More than others like NEH ones

C.  I have significantly deepened my knowledge of the ideas and principles of the American Constitution.


Strongly Agree 21     Agree 5
D.  I have significantly enhanced my understanding of the history and ideas of James Madison.


Strongly Agree 22     Agree 4
E.  The Seminar has provided me with background I can use to support civic education in my professional capacity.

Strongly Agree 19     Agree 6     Disagree 1
15) Very much so.
F.  I had the opportunity to have my questions and/or contributions heard.


Strongly Agree 22     Agree 4
G.  The contributions of other participants enhanced the challenge and value of this seminar.


Strongly Agree 18     Agree 8
1) I loved speaking with the presenters and colleagues
14) A group of interesting educators

26) I always learn nearly as much from discussions w/other participants.
II. Please rate the value of the activities listed below using the following scale:

4=Very Valuable                                    3=Valuable                                2=Somewhat Valuable  
1=Not Valuable

A.  Assigned readings.


Very Valuable 16       Valuable 7       Somewhat Valuable 2       Not Valuable 1




25) Would have been more valuable if had packet to read and mark up earlier








27) Honestly, did not get to them until I got here (
B.  Lectures/Discussions led by Holt Merchant.


    [Redacted]       
C.  Lectures/Discussions led by Lynn Uzzell.


Very Valuable 24       Valuable 2 
D.  Montpelier Mansion Tour.


    [Redacted]

E.  Slavery Tour.


    [Redacted]

F.  Organization of the Seminar.
 

Very Valuable 22       Valuable 4       
G.  The thematic structure and content of the scholarly component of the seminar.


Very Valuable 23       Valuable 3       
14) excellent
H.  The level of intellectual challenge in the scholarly component of the seminar


Very Valuable 22       Valuable 4       

14) I like that you expected us to think and ponder the question
VI.  Hospitality.  

    [Redacted]

Additional Comments. (Use the back if necessary)

1. Susan – thank you from the bottom of my heart for this amazing opportunity.  Words seem trite – I am blessed to be able to participate in the excellent seminar, and be able to stay on the grounds of a wonderful human being.
3. I am so grateful for being provided the opportunity to attend a seminar here.  I learned a wealth of new information and questions that I can bring back to my classroom and share with my students.  Moreover, I’m able to share this information with colleagues in my district.  Thank you for selecting me to attend this seminar; I truly appreciate the experience I have had this weekend.
8. Priceless experience
10. Everything was great!  Comfortable room, delicious food!
12. I have truly enjoyed and appreciated my time at Montpelier and the Center on the Constitution this weekend.  Thank you so much for this valuable opportunity!
14. I’m hoping I will be chosen to return.  I know spaces are limited, but I’m alone and ‘child-free’, I can come anytime!  A+ weekend.
18. Thank you for allowing me to come.  It is an experience that I wont forget.
19. Every time I come to a seminar here I learn so much, but I become very aware of how much I don’t know.  I always leave w/new ideas of what I can incorporate into my classroom.
20. Looking forward to returning.
24. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to expand my knowledge of this subject in such an idyllic setting.
25. Thank you!
26. Thank you very much for the opportunity to attend this seminar.  I came with questions, major ones answered but I am still wishful that the founding fathers had dealt w/the issue in the beginning.  What differences would have occurred in our country as a result!

27. Thank you for allowing me to return.  I sometimes feel that I am not chosen for seminars because I am an older teacher.  These weekends “feed” me and allow me the opportunity to be around others who share my passion.
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