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The Bill of Rights
In Historical Perspective MARCH 13-15, 2015 } EVALUATION
1.  What was the most valuable part of the course? Why?
1. The activities and the discussions.  This allowed for multiple viewpoints and opened my eyes a lot.
2. The expertise of explanation of historical and complex ideas of the Constitution.  Which makes it easier to explain to H.S. students.
3. All

4. The lectures
5. The expertise of Sue Leeson, and the primary source packet of documents

6. I really enjoyed how they took apart and explained the Bill of Rights.  I also liked that it was a casual environment.

7. The entire presentation of the individual amendments.  I appreciated the different breakout sessions.  The booklet that was given to us was extremely valuable.
8. The interactive activities that can be applied back to our classrooms.

9. The activities/discussions, lectures, listening to everyone’s various takes.
10. State Supreme Court Justice giving information

11. Bound copy of documents was useful during the conference and will be useful as a reference at home.

12. Having a book with all of the documents.  They were all together and available.  I really enjoyed just being able to sit & learn and occasionally having activities.  I know I can create or research activities, I want content.
13. The information and strategies to use it in the classroom so my students can better understand the constitution.  The better I understand a concept, the easier it will be to teach it.

14. The speakers as well as the documents were both fantastic.  The documents give a hard copy and a primary source for information for me and my students and the speakers explain them so that I can make the most use of them.
15. The academic level & quality of the presentations and their ability to assist understanding and application of the information to a variety of learning levels and styles.  The structure, it is conducive to discourse.  The way Sue & Lynn worked together.  Break out sessions.
16. The scholars.  They are so knowledgeable ad personable.
17. Understanding Locke.  It was very helpful in making connections.
18. Evaluation of the BoR in the context of natural rights v social contract.  Social time where we interact with the scholars.
19. The 2 scholars, both very approachable, accessible, excellent in the classroom.
20. The breakdown of the Amendments (Bill of Rights) was an extremely enlightening seminar.  Broadening my understanding will help me relay a better instructional approach to my students.
21. The clarity brought to the material by the presenters.  They were able to break it down in a way that I can take back to my students.  Especially natural rights v civil construct.

22. Being shown how to incorporate the group activities that we did in our classroom.

2.  What was the least valuable part of the course? Why?
1. Nothing
2. I really cannot thins of anything that was not valuable (some of the philosophical ideas . . . but just because they are hard to wrap around)
3. None

4. N/A
5. ---

6. There was nothing I thought that wasn’t valuable.

7. There were no invaluable parts.
9. I found it all very valuable
14. I have never found an answer to this question since the course in its entirety is important.
15. N/A
16. Reception.  I would have preferred a little down time before dinner.
18. There was no “least valuable”
19. A bit rushed on an important topic late in the program.
20. Can’t think of one.
21. None

22. I would say breaking down certain amendments were not necessary.  I would definitely keep amend 9 & 14, but others were covered in lecture too much.

3.  What additional material would improve the course?
1. More discussions, and a greater tour of the grounds
2. None – awesome – lots of materials
3. Perfect

4. More short films
5. Incorporate videos, maybe some of the primary source materials/artifact at the mansion/Foundation

7. Perhaps more group activities
8. The course was a great overview of the Bill of Rights & gave me a better understanding of the intention & formation of the Bill of Rights.

9. More time, more charts/graphs
11. Maybe less material so we could spend more significant time on topics, sometimes we had to rush through.

12. Having a lined note section at the end of the documents or within the booklet.  Having any powerpoints within the booklet.
14. More time!!  The information was so important and so much that I would have liked more time for more detail. Also, if any of the presentations and I think it will be can be placed on Canvas, it would be helpful.
15. Access to the permutations of the Bill of Rights as it went through the adoption process.  Just for reference.
16. More interaction w/participants about teaching and other topics.
17. More time.
19. Less material will lead to more focus.
20. The only thing I could see as an improvement would be more time, which is something we can’t add.
21. DK.  More time?

22. none
4.  Please comment on the presentations given by Sue Leeson.
    [Redacted]
5.  Please comment on the presentations given by Lynn Uzzell
1. Awesome! A+
2. Lots of thought and philosophy . . . so many people need to hear this.  We forget WHERE our true gov’t ideas come from!
3. Insightful

4. Excellent!

5. Great resource of info and scholar viewpoints.

6. Lynn was knowledgeable on her subject but she came across in a very understandable way.

7. Lynn was obviously extremely knowledgeable and passionate about her topics.
8. Lynn was very knowledgeable and did an excellent job describing background and events of the time to understand context & creation of the Bill of Rights.

9. Lynn was amazing.  She was always patient & moved slowly & carefully through the more difficult ideas.  Loved her notes & graphics chart.  Very helpful.
10. Very knowledgeable

11. Great info, a little wordy & theoretical
12. I loved Lynn’s “translation” of John Locke & of course, Madison’s thinking.  I would love to have more discussion & differentiation of the thinkers that influenced the framers.

13. Lynn has so much passion for the subject matter it just permeates as she delivers the material.  She is also very engaging and so smart.
14. Lynn was also very knowledgeable and her lectures were easy to understand  and helpful.  I gained understanding that I really did not have of the Bill of Rights.
15. Wonderfully organized and thorough.  Very good at taking a complex set of concepts and making them understandable.

16. Wonderful!
17. Very knowledgeable, well researched.  The connections to the documents was very well coordinated.
18. See above.
19. Outstanding.
20. Having listened to her before, I was not at all disappointed with her presentation.  She is on top of her game and I look forward to attending more of her seminars.
21. Lynn has such a wealth of information that is marvelous to behold.  She has the facts at her beck and call to answer all questions thoroughly.  Fabulous presenter!

22. I would have more activities or small group discussions to keep us more engaged and better check for understanding.
6.  Please comment on the mansion/property tour.
    [Redacted]

7.  What three topics would you like to see offered as future on-site program options?
    [Redacted]

Please rate the following with an “X” on the sliding scale line beneath the question. 
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   A Whole Lot

1. I had the opportunity to have my questions and/or contributions heard.
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2.  The contributions of other participants enhanced the value of this seminar.
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3.  I found the course material relevant.
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Please rate the following with an “X” in the appropriate box.
    [Redacted]
Please rate the following with an “X” in the appropriate box.

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	The objectives of the course were made clear
	
	
	4
	18

	The objectives of the course were met
	
	
	4
	18

	Course content was presented effectively
	
	
	4
	18

	This course was intellectually stimulating
	
	
	2
	20

	My understanding of the constitutional ideas of James Madison has deepened
	
	
	
	22

	Participation in this course was valuable
	
	
	2
	20

	I would recommend this course to others
	
	
	2
	20


	
	Not Valuable
	Somewhat Valuable
	Mostly Valuable
	Very Valuable

	Assigned readings
	
	2
	4
	16

	Resources provided
	
	
	3
	19

	Lectures/discussions by instructor(s)
	
	
	3
	19

	Mansion/property tour
	
	1
	3
	18

	Breakout session(s)
	
	1
	2
	19


	
	Not Enough
	Just Right
	Too Much

	Time devoted to lectures
	2
	19
	1

	Time devoted to breakout sessions
	5
	16
	1


Additional Comments? (Please use back if necessary)
1. Thx for the opportunity!  This was awesome.

2. Awesome/excellent seminar & facilities!  I will be back . . .

4. Bring back the property tour!!  I love hearing about the trees.

5. Thank you so much!

12. Amazing meals.  I’m vegetarian & you were very accommodating.  Perhaps more notice about requesting veg sandwiches?  Loved having snacks, tea, coffee and water available.  Beautiful cottage!

13. (
15. I hope to have an opportunity to participate again as so many of these folks had.

17. Thank you!
21. Perhaps a few less beans?
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